DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

and empty, peopled only by the lurking figures of police and plain-
clothes men. The adjoining streets were empty, too. The rulers
of Yugoslavia, perforce, were making friends with Italy, because
they had no choice* The people of Yugoslavia still had no affec-
tion for that policy, and did not see the causes which made it
necessary, The police were taking no chances with their dis-
tinguished visitor, and the population was kept at a distance.
Count Ciano, who told a little hand-picked audience that he had
come to Yugoslavia to speak to the whole Yugoslav nation, saw
very few Yugoslavs as he was escorted through the country inside
a ring of police.

But that was not important. The Kalimegdan Park might be
empty, the neighbouring streets too, but Reasons of State were
making policy inside the little pavilion among the trees, and the
Reasons of State were the weakness of France and England and
the strength of Germany and Italy.

As this book goes to press Milan Stoyadinovitch has been over-
thrown by a group of his own Ministers, who resigned on the
ground that he had not solved the Croat dispute, which I have
discussed in Chapter 17 and which potentially threatens the
existence of Yugoslavia. Their action is in itself an admission
that the Croat crisis is serious, a thing they have always denied,
but whether they will do anything about it is quite another
question. For Stoyadinovitch became Prime Minister by exactly
the same method: he overthrew his then chief, Boshko Yeftitch,
by leading a group of Ministers who resigned on the ground that
Yeftitch had not solved the Croat dispute. But in the event they
themselves did nothing to solve it. Whether Belgrade now really
sees the red light in Croatia, or whether this is just another re-
distribution of the sweets of office in Belgrade, is the question
which* the future will answer.
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